
How do African people see the ancestors? 

 

In my culture, ancestors are dead parent or extended family member.  It is believed 

in my culture that ancestors have special powers to communicate with the creator 

and the living as they have no longer experience the limitation of being a human 

being for they can mediate between the creator and the human being. 

 

Many Africans do not worship or confuse the ancestor with God, but they respect 

their ancestors.  While others believe that the ancestors have reached the divine 

status there for they could be worshipped. 

 

The way of referring to the ancestors in African languages point to some 

fundamental beliefs and principles 

 

• In my culture it is believed that death is a transfer of living physically to 

spiritual life there for the dead are dead in flesh but their spirit is still alive 

and taking care to their family because it is believed that they are involved in 

family affairs. 

• The relationship between the dead and the living never ends. 

• Ancestors are believed to be more closer or having access to communicate 

with the creator, there for they are able to protect their family member from 

dangerous, harmful, and evil spirits that can affect them 

• Ancestors have a need just like their surviving descendents, it is the living 

responsibility to meet the ancestors need.  Failure to do so can result in 

retribution which could be in the form of sickness or misfortune. 

 

Their needs can come to a specific person in a form of a calling 

 

When saying calling in my culture it means that your Ancestors are giving you a 

certain responsibility to serve on earth within your community. 

 

The responsibility can be of saving people’s lives or be able to explain people’s 

dreams and other things such as signs because it is believed that everything 

happens for a reason. 


